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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this thesis is to demonstrate the 
necessity for law enforcement, intelligence/ and other 
organizations responsible for collecting information on 
"proponents of terror," to include in target dossiers, data 
regarding genetic inheritance and childhood environmental 
influences. The author argues that without this type of 
information, agencies are hindered in really knowing the 
"proponent of terror," and thus limited in the possibilities 
for neutralizing the subject. The study analyzes genetic 
inheritance and childhood environment and presents case 
studies on Adolf Hitler, Benito Mussolini, and Ilich Ramirez 
Sanchez ("Carlos"). The study concludes that genetic and 
childhood environmental data should be included in target 
dossiers of terrorists. Collection categories in genetic 
inheritance and environment are recommended and include, for 
example, material on terrorists' biological grandparents, 
parents, and as appropriate, on their brothers and sisters, 
and children. 
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I. 



INTRODUCTION 



It is irrefutable that each individual is a product of 

genetic input from his father and mother. One can see this 

quite easily when one views similarities among child, 

mother, and father. Paul Mussen, in his book, The 

Psychological Development of the Child , states that, 

...on the basis of the striking resemblances between 
parents and their children, there can be little doubt that 
many aspects of appearance are inherited. Genetic factors 
determine such characteristics as sex, eye color, texture 
and color of skin and hair, and size and shape of the 
face. Heredity is largely responsible too for an 

individual's relative height and weight, and for the 
dimensions of his hand. 1 

In our modern day of advanced computerization, some law 
enforcement agencies have used the computer to try to 
estimate what a kidnapped child might look like in later 
years. This is done by superimposing a photograph of the 
father over the male child and using physical features of 
the father to approximate what the child might look like 
years after the kidnapping. This technique is important 
testimony that genetically inherited physical characteris- 
tics are important and link child to parent(s). 

If an individual can inherit physical characteristics 
from his parents, why not behavioral characteristics? Is 
there any truth in the saying: "If you want to know what 



-^-Paul H. Mussen, The Psychological Development of the 
child (New Jersey: Prentice-Hall Inc., 1963), p. 30. 
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